His Name & Her Name
"This is my Body given for you"

The crucifix has always been a powerful sign for Christians; a sign of passion, sacrifice and surrender.  It is the symbol of a total gift of one's life for love.
Gazing at a crucifix, true believers can feel overwhelmed with deep compunction and grateful awe 

that Christ would die for us.
For Catholic couples entering the Sacrament of Matrimony, the crucifix takes on a singular significance as a rich and clear reminder, model, and standard for the vocation the Church now calls them to. The people of God ask you to give yourselves to one another, in total mutual self-donation, as a sign of Christ’s love for His bride, the Church.  It is this emotionally intimate and deeply sexual love relationship between a man and a woman in marriage that is the "Sacrament", the sign of Christ's very relationship with us.
A Sacrament is more than just a symbol.  It is a concrete manifestation of the real presence of God.  Clearly "God is Love", and in the love of husbands and wives, God is indeed present, most especially as each spouse chooses to die to self and live for the other.
Each time you look at a crucifix, we ask in the name of the Church that you pray for passion, the kind of other-centered, selfless passion that Christ had for us on the cross, and communicate to each other in words and deeds the reality that "this is my Body given for you".
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