The following “Talking Points” are provided to assist members of the parish recruiting team in following up on a letter from the pastor inviting couples to participate in the Living in Love retreat workshop.

These are only a guide and not intended to be restrictive or interfere with a personal loving phone call on behalf of the pastor.

Use the set of talking points pertinent to “any married couple” or “prospective mentors”

Pray for affection for the couple you will be speaking with and ask God to bless your conversation

Talking Points

Follow up phone call for any Married Couple
Hi, this is (identify yourself) from (insert parish name) parish.  
I am just following up on the letter Fr. (insert pastor’s name) sent to you inviting you to consider experiencing the romance, mini retreat workshop, “Living in Love,” that will take place on (insert weekend date).  
· The retreat is presented right here in the parish school and includes a romantic dinner.  

· You sleep at home so it is very simple and low cost.  
· (if they ask, tell them the amount of the registration fee)
· It is only a day and a half but couples tell us that that the impact is positively life changing and that they get back in touch with everything they fell in love with in the first place. 
· It is refreshingly positive and energizing and sure to be a treat for the two of you. 
· At the conclusion of the retreat you will have an opportunity to sign up for a follow on program that teaches practical skills for continued growth and enrichment.  

Can we put you down as able to attend the workshop retreat on (insert weekend date)?  

· If they say yes
· Be sure to get their email address!  

· Tell them they can drop off the registration form and a check at the parish or send it to the address on the flyer that was mailed to them
· Make sure that they know that the cost includes a romantic dinner, continental breakfast and refreshments as well as weekend materials
· Also, make sure that they know that the cost can waived on request if it is an obstacle.
· If they say no because they cannot make the date
· Ask if they would like to register for the next retreat or if they would like to be contacted in the future
· If they are not interested in this or future retreats, just thank them but please make a note so that we do not call them again.  (This has never happened thus far but it is bound to sometime)
Talking Points

Follow up phone call to prospective mentors

Hi, this is (identify yourself) from (insert parish name) parish.  
I am just following up on the letter Fr. (insert pastor’s name) sent to you inviting you to consider sponsoring an engaged couple as a mentor couple in our new parish marriage preparation program.  At this point, we are only asking for a commitment to come and get a taste of the program by experiencing a romance mini retreat workshop, ‘Living in Love,’ just for yourselves on (insert weekend date).  
· The retreat is presented right here in the parish school and includes a romantic dinner.  

· You sleep at home so it is very simple and low cost.  
· (if they ask, tell them the amount of the registration fee)
· It is only a day and a half but couples tell us that that the impact is positively life changing and that they get back in touch with everything they fell in love with in the first place. 

· It is refreshingly positive and energizing and sure to be a treat for the two of you. 

· At the conclusion of the retreat you will have an opportunity to sign up if you are interested in sponsoring an engaged couple.  

If you like “Living in Love” you will love “Preparing to Live in Love.”  No commitment to mentor is required until the end of the training.  
· If you do go on to mentor you will find it is great fun and the easiest ministry in the church because it is just one engaged couple at a time who comes to your house once a week at your convenience. 
· It so easy to make friends and just go through the course with them. 

Can we put you down as able to attend the workshop retreat on (insert weekend date)?  

· If they say yes

· Be sure to get their email address!  

· Tell them they can drop off the registration form and a check at the parish or send it to the address on the flyer that was mailed to them

· Make sure that they know that the cost includes a romantic dinner, continental breakfast and refreshments as well as weekend materials

· Also, make sure that they know that the cost can waived on request if it is an obstacle.

· If they say no because they cannot make the date

· Ask if they would like to register for the next retreat or if they would like to be contacted in the future
· If they are not interested in this or future retreats, just thank them but please make a note so that we do not call them again.  (This has never happened thus far but it is bound to sometime)

