BOB

Good Afternoon/Morning everyone,

We want to thank Monsignor Cribben for giving us the opportunity today to speak briefly with you about an upcoming exciting opportunity for the married couples in our Parish.  
We are Bob and Ruth Arata.  We have been members of the parish for the past 24 years.  We have 5 daughters, one in College, one in High School, two here in St. Annie’s and one still at home.  Believe me, we know how hectic life can be for families these days.  About a year ago in the midst of all of the craziness of life, a couple from St. Thomas of Villanova parish, Kathy and Ron Feher, told us about and invited us to come on a workshop retreat weekend that they were running in their parish.  In all honesty, it was something that we had known about and been thinking about for a long time but always found an excuse not to go, or something always came up.  But last year, in the middle of February, we finally went.  It was an experience that literally changed our lives and rejuvenated our marriage.  Ruth and I had always felt that we had a strong relationship with each other and we certainly were in love with each other, but I think we had forgotten about the passion that brought us together 30 years ago and forgot how important it was to take the time to nurture that passion.  Of course we didn’t realize that at the time, but this weekend allowed us to literally rediscover the passion of our love for each other.  
RUTH

We’re here today to invite you to have the same experience and spend a day and a half ENJOYING the most important thing in your life, your husband or wife, each other, your marriage.

We know that there is a difference between just loving each other and really living “in love” with each other.  

On January 20th and 21st, St. Anastasia Parish is sponsoring a “Living in Love” workshop/retreat, right here in our School cafeteria.  The weekend is designed to get you back in touch with the fun of just being a man and a woman in love.  

The program was developed over the past 10 to 15 years in parishes just like ours by ordinary couples, just like all of us.  Over the course of the weekend, couples describe their experiences in many ways.  Saturday is the day when the light bulbs begin to go off and there is an energizing realization that we are freer than we think to live our marriages in the ways that we always dreamt we would.  Most people agree that on Sunday of the weekend, they experience more affirmation than they had experienced in their lifetime.  Trust us, this weekend will enrich your lives in all of the ways and in more ways that you can imagine.
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Do you remember those dreams, do you still have them.  We’re willing to bet that somewhere, just like us and not too far below the surface, there is a longing in all of you as well to rekindle the fire of your love for each other.
You know that it’s important for you, but it’s also important for all of the young people in our Church.  Today, more than ever, young people need us to be examples of great Christian marriages.  They are looking to us so that they can see and believe that true love and marriage are worth waiting for when all around them, other messages contradict that.  All of us that are married have the responsibility and calling as the Church to be that witness.
If you haven’t yet made a New Year’s resolution, this can be one that you can fulfill by the end of January.  You spend most of your lives doing for others; don’t miss this opportunity to do something for yourselves. 

You will find information about the weekend in the parish bulletin.  Also, along with Ruth and I, Kathy and Ron Feher are with us today and we will all be at the Church exits after Mass with additional information or to answer any questions you might have.  

Thank You.

